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The amendment filed October 31, 2006 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into tine disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: The added 
recitation 'flexible plastic" is new matter. Applicant's specification merely recites that 
the "hook shaped member 10 can be formed of plastic, metal, or wood, for example" 
(paragraph [0017]. last sentence. Plastic is not necessary flexible. There are also rigid 
or hard plastic. Applicant's statement filed 10/31/2006 "The purpose of this 
construction is to allow the hook to snap over the rod and, that is, the hook is made of 
flexible plastic which allows the hook to snap over the rod to prevent accidental 
disengagement of the hook and rod". (Remarks/Arguments filed 10/31/2006, lines 14- 
1 6). Examiner finds no support for such language in the original disclosure. Indeed, 
several places of the original specific discusses resistance is achieved due to the 
convex shapes of the hook resistance portion 22 and 26 (paragraph [0024]) and with 
careful manipulation such as by tilting the hook (paragraph [0025], 3''*^ and 4*"^ sentence), 
the "device is easily removed without excessive force" (paragraph [0025], last 
sentence). Indeed, the resistance of the hook is not by "snap" action as in applicant's 
statement. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact tenms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 18, 26, 27, 29, 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention, As discussed above, the 
recitation 'flexible plastic" is new matter as original specification merely discloses that 
the hook is made of plastic. Plastic maybe flexible or rigid. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 29 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatisntable 
over Ursitti (U.S. patent no. 0395,555) in view of Oatley (US patent no. 70,884) and 
Byers et al (US patent no. 5,046,222). Ursitti discloses a device for garment having a 
hook portion and a body portion with opening and a strap threaded through the opening 
nor hook made of flexible plastic. However, Ursitti does not disclose an extended hook 
region surface is convexly shaped in the direction orthogonal to the vertical plane 
passing through a center of the extended hook region surface, wherein the body portion 
surface is also convexly shaped in the direction orthogonal to the vertical plane such 
that a size of the hook opening decreases towards a point and thereafter Increases. 
Oatley teaches a hook with an extended hook region surface is convexly shaped in the 
direction orthogonal to the vertical plane passing through a center of the extended hook 
region surface, wherein the body portion surface is also convexly shaped in the 
direction orthogonal to the vertical plane such that a size of the hook opening decreases 
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towards a point.and thereafter increases to catch the hanger rail, (see illustration 
below). 



Extended hook 
region convexly 
shaped in a 
direction 

orthogonal to the 
vertical plane 



body portion surface 
being convexly shaped in 
the a direction orthogonal 
to and along the vertical 
plane 




Rod retaining surface 



Curved transition 
surface 



Opening in 
body portion 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to have modify 
Ursitti's hook apparatus such that it is madiB of flexible plastic as taught by Byers as 
such is old and well-known in the art and to provide convex shaped surfaces of the hook 
to catch the rail as taught to be desirable by Oatley. 

Claims 27 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ursitti (U.S. patent no. 0395,555) in view of Oatley (US patent no. 70,884) and 
Byers et al (US patent no. 5,046,222) and further in view of Hall (637,733). Ursitti, 
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Oatley, Byers combined disclosed all the claimed features of applicant's invention 
except for the opening is rectangular or providing plural openings with strap threading 
through each. Hall teaches a hanger device comprising a hook portion (G, figure 2) and 
a body portion having rectangular openings (b, d, figure 2) a strap (B, figure 1) 
threaded through each opening. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to have modify the opening of Ursitti such that the opening is rectangular for 
accommodating the rectangular cross-section strap and to provide plural openings with 
strap threading through each such that the strap is firmed attached to the openings as 
taught by Hall. 

Claims 18 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ursitti (U.S. patent no. D395,555) in view of Oatley (US patent no. 70,884) and 
Byers et al (US patent no. 5,046,222) further in view of Adkins (US patent no. 
5,083,813). Ursitti, Oatley, and Byers combined disclosed all the claimed features of 
applicant's invention as discussed above (in the rejection of claim 29). However, Ursitti, 
Oatley, and Byers combined does not show the rod as having a diameter of 
approximately a same size as the first dimension of the hook opening. To provide the 
first dimension of the hook opening to be at least approximately a same size as the 
diameter of the rod in order to provide an impeding opening is old and well-known. 
Adkins teaches providing a hook opening (16, figure 4) being approximately a same 
size as the diameter of the rod (28 and Col. 3, lines 20 only "slightly less"). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinarily skilled in the art to have made the hook opening 
of Ursitti, Oakley, and Byers combined to be of approximately the same size as the rod 
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diameter as taught by Adkins to facilitate the well-known advantage of providing an 
impeding opening. 

Claims 26 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ursitti (U.S. patent no. D395,555) in view of Oatley (US patent no. 70,884), Byers 
et al (US patent no. 5.046,222) .and Adkins (US patent no. 5.083,813) as applied to 
claim 18 above, and further in view of Hall (637,733). Ursitti, Oatley, Byers et al, and 
Adkins combined disclosed all the claimed features of applicant's invention except for 
the opening is rectangular or providing plural openings with strap threading through 
each. Hall teaches a hanger device comprising a hook portion (G, figure 2) and a body 
portion having rectangular openings (b, d, figure 2) a strap (B, figure 1) threaded 
through each opening. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
have modify the opening of Ursitti, Oatley, Byers, and Adkins combined such that the 
opening is rectangular for accommodating the rectangular cross-section strap and to 
provide plural openings with strap threading through each such that the strap is firmed 
attached to the openings as taught by Hall. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 31 , 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. In response to applicant's arguments against the references 
individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 
F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CORA 1981); In re Merck &Co,, 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). Further the teaching of flexible plastic is new matter not 
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supported by the original disclosure. The deficiencies of the primary reference Ursitti is 
clearly discussed. Oatley clearly teaches the conventional hook shape claimed by 
applicant and advantageous having dimensions sufficient to catch the rail to which the 
hook is to be hang as a desirable feature disclosed in Oatley. Byers clearly teaches 
the conventional use of flexible plastic in hangers with hooks. Adkins clearly teaches 
having a restraining feature where the opening is approximately the same for snap fit. 
Hall clearly demonstrates threading of straps in a hanger assembly. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Korie H. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571)272-6842. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto!gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Korie H. Chan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 
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